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We are in the midst of a new era of literary discourse. 

During the previous digital revolution, the textual 

abundance of works spread on the internet fostered a 

keen sense of information overload, but this is being well 

surpassed by the sheer volume of effluvia being 

generated by artificial intelligence masquerading as 

human-derived works, now commonly called 

"dreamslop." What can the literary artist do now in the face 

of the AI onslaught? Like the conceptual writers before 

who appropriated and recontexualized the digital text 

form, one can freely harvest from the deficient stream and 

create something else completely beyond the realm of 

generated possibilities.  

 

What you hold in your hand is one such work. As painting 

became more abstract with the advent of photography, 

writing can also pivot to be more abstract as a response 

to the realism mimicry of AI. These abstract expressionist 

verses were composed of what remained after mulching, 

filtering, and destroying with digital text-mangling engines 

the AI-generated postings from spambots that appeared 

in my friend-request feeds in social media. These asemic 

works are outside of the realm of what AI understands, 

only we can internalize what seems opaque into 

something that resonates as the light inside. By taking 

nonsense masquerading as sense back into nonsense we 

can reclaim our humanity in the abstractions.  

 

petro c. k. 
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